
{AT565} The Magic Mill.  

 

Grinds an enormous amount of meal or salt when the man who has stolen it cannot stop it.  

 

I. The Magic Mill (Pot).  

The hero or heroine receives  

(a) a magic pot that fills itself with porridge or  

(b) a mill that grinds meal or salt,  

(c) Only the owner can command it to stop.  

 

II. The Mill Keeps Grinding. 

(a) In the absence of the heroine her mother commands the pot to work but she cannot stop it and it 

fills the house with porridge until the owner returns to stop it; or  

(b) the thief of the object cannot stop it and must give it back to the owner; or  

(c) a ship-captain steals the mill and takes it aboard ship, where he commands it to grind salt. He 

cannot stop it and it sinks the ship and keeps grinding. This is why the sea is salt.  

 

 

 

  



Motifs:  

 

I.  

[D1601.10.1] Self-cooking pot.  

[D1472.1.9] Magic pot supplies food and drink.  

[D1601.21.1] Self-grinding salt-mill.  

[D1651] Magic object obeys master alone.  

 

 

II.  

[D1651.3] Magic cooking-pot obeys only master.  

[C916.3] Magic porridge-pot keeps cooking. Against command, mother of owner bids pot to cook. It 

fills house with porridge and will not stop until ordered by mistress.  

[A1115.2] Whv the sea is salt: magic salt mill.  
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